HCS HB 352 & 494 -- LI VESTOCK AGRI CULTURE
SPONSOR:  MWers (CGuest)

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on
Agriculture by a vote of 19 to 1.

ANl MAL RESEARCH AND PRODUCTI ON FACI LI TI ES

This substitute prohibits any person, except any state or federal
regul atory agency or any | aw enforcenent agency, from
phot ogr aphi ng, vi deotaping, or otherw se obtaining i mges froma
| ocation within an animal facility that is not legally accessible
to the public without the express witten consent of the ani nal
facility. Any docunents, photographs, video tape, or inages
obtained froma location within the animal facility are not to be
subject to the Sunshine Law. Persons who violate this portion of
the substitute are guilty of a class D felony.

The substitute also prohibits any person fromintentionally
releasing in any animal facility any pathogen or disease that has
the potential to cause disease in any aninmal or threatens human
heal th or biosecurity. Persons who violate this portion of the
substitute are guilty of a class B felony.

The definition of an “animal facility” is expanded to include
barns, buildings, or other structures which are part of any
animal farm ng operation, business, or organization engaged in
| egal scientific research or agricultural production.

The Director of the Departnent of Agriculture is given the
authority to initiate a civil action in the circuit court of the
county in which a violation of the provisions of the substitute
occurred.

CONCENTRATED ANI VAL FEEDI NG OPERATI ONS

The substitute repeals all provisions of Chapter 640, RSM,
Departnent of Resources, relating to concentrated ani mal feeding
operations and reenacts the provisions in Chapter 644, Water
Pollution, with the foll ow ng changes:

(1) The Mssouri Clean Water Comm ssion is to pronulgate rul es
regul ating the establishnent, permtting, design, construction,
operation, and managenent of class | concentrated ani mal feeding
oper ati ons;

(2) Regulatory or local controls inposed by any form of | ocal
government concerning the establishnment, permtting, design,
construction, operation, or managenent of any class | or class |



concentrated ani nal feeding operation nust be consistent wth the
provi sions of the substitute, except that |ocal governing bodies
with the recomendati on and approval of the respective |ocal Soi
and Water Conservation District nmay inpose stricter controls if
they are based on enpirical peer-reviewed scientific and economc
data that clearly docunent the need and cost-effectiveness for
the nore restrictive provisions;

(3) Any corporation or cooperative engaged in farmng wll not
be eligible for any state tax credits, deductions, state grants,

| oans, or other financial or econom c assistance, unless a famly
farmor famly farm corporation receives the sane assi stance.
Agricul tural processing or food processing facilities are not
restricted by the provisions of the substitute; and

(4) The requirenent for a class IA class IB, or class IC
concentrated ani mal feeding operation to give notice of
application to the county governi ng body and adj oi ni ng property
owners within one and a half tinmes the maxi num buffer distance
for the size of the proposed operation is repeal ed.

LOAN GUARANTEES

Currently, the Mssouri Agricultural and Small Business

Devel opnent Authority issues certificates of guaranty covering a
first loan guarantee up to 25% of an Agricul tural Business

Devel opnment Loan. The substitute increases the guarantee to up
to 50% of a | oan

The substitute al so decreases from40%to 20%the i medi ate
redenpti on anount of the outstanding | oans guaranteed by way of
the Agricultural Product Uilization and Busi ness Devel opnent
Loan CGuar antee Fund.

FI SCAL NOTE: Not available at tinme of printing.

PROPONENTS: Supporters of House Bill 352 say that aninmal rights
groups use pictures obtained covertly in animal facilities as
propaganda agai nst the animal industry. These pictures may be
used in the planning and execution of acts of terrorism agai nst
animal facilities. The animal agriculture antiterrorism

provi sions are of critical inportance given the current world
political situation.

Supporters of House Bill 494 say that ordi nances pronul gated by
county health departnments and adopted by | ocal governnments based
on fear, nyth, bad information, and enotion are limting ani mal
agricultural production in Mssouri. Sixty percent of net farm
incone in Mssouri is derived fromaniml agriculture. The
Governor’s Task Force on Agriculture recomended di scouragi ng



| ocal governnents frominposing additional restrictions on
concentrated ani mal feeding operations.

Testifying for House Bill 352 were Representative Guest; M ssour
Pork Association; M ssouri Federation of Aninmal Owners; M ssour
Dai ry Association; Mssouri Pet Breeders Association; Poultry
Federation; Jim Foster; Mssouri Cattlenmen’ s Associ ati on;

M ssouri Farm Bureau; Paula Moore; N ck WI nesher; Elizabeth

Li mbach; Ruth and Roy M| an; Cheryl Sides; Bev and Gary

W mesher; and Cathy Giesbauer

Testifying for House Bill 494 were Dale Wiiteside, forner State
Representative; Mssouri Cattlenen’ s Associ ation; Departnent of
Agriculture; Mssouri Pork Producers Association; Kathy Chinn;
and M ssouri Dairy Association.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose House Bill 352 say that the bill is
unnecessary, violates freedomof the press, and nmakes whistle
bl owers felons. The bill interferes wwth federal, state, and
| ocal | aw enforcenment as well as federal and state regul atory
agencies. The bill does not require crimnal intent for persons

to be in violation.

Those who oppose House Bill 494 say that they want to retain

| ocal control of concentrated ani mal feedi ng operations and want
statutory requirenments for notification of expansion or placenent
of concentrated ani mal feeding operations to remain in place.
Smell, water pollution, |owered property values, and health

i ssues were cited as reasons for |ocal governnents to retain the
right to inpose requirenents stricter than those inposed by the
state.

Testifying agai nst House Bill 352 were M ssouri Press

Associ ation; Human Society of Mssouri; Mssouri Alliance for
Ani mal Legislation; Sierra Cub; American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals; Terry Spence; and N ck Smth,
M ssouri Animal Control.

Testifying agai nst House Bill 494 were Margo McM I | an; M ssour
Associ ation of Counties; Terry Spence; Bryce Oates, Rural Crisis
Center; Catholic Diocese of Jefferson City; Farners Union; Brent
Sandi dse; Lowel |l Schachtseik; Sierra Cub; and Wnston Sinpson.

Rol and Tackett, Legislative Anal yst



